






Warsaw, February 23, 2023 

 

Position of Polish sports associations on upholding sports sanctions 

imposed on Russia and Belarus in connection with the war in 

Ukraine  

 

As Polish sports associations we would like to inform you that since the very beginning of 

Russia’s shameful aggression against Ukraine on 24 February 2022, we have been of the 

opinion that Russian and Belarussian athletes should not have the right to participate in any 

international sports competitions.  

We have been surprised and outraged by the statement of the International Olympic 

Committee of 25 January 2023 which contains provisions opening up a pathway for athletes 

from Russia and Belarus to return to international sports arenas, including to participate in the 

upcoming Olympic Games. Given the fact that the situation on the war front in Ukraine has 

not changed for as long as a year and Russian bombs continue to fall on Ukrainian cities, 

including sports facilities, we find the IOC's proposal outrageous.  

Because of the war instigated by Russia with the support of Belarus, Ukrainian athletes, unlike 

Russian and Belarusian ones, have no possibility to train in safe and optimal conditions, and 

many members of Team Ukraine have lost their lives and will never compete in sports again. 

We certainly cannot consider such a situation to be in line with the Olympic spirit.  

As representatives of the Polish sports community we believe that it is irrelevant whether 

Russian and Belarusian athletes would compete under their national flag or a neutral one. 

Russian and Belarusian athletes, who mostly use the funding from their governments and 

participate in competitions organized by their national sports associations, can in no way be 

considered neutral. 

In view of the above arguments, we are of the position that until the end of the peace process 

and compensation from Russia to Ukraine we see no possibility of the return of Russian and 

Belarusian athletes to international competition.  


